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“COMPLETUS”

six settings from Compline

Kerry Milan

"COMPLETUS" is a setting of texts taken from or associated with the service of Compline, the last of the 
eight services comprising the Divine Office.  It contains some of its most beautiful prayers; but apart from 
Simeon's great song of praise most have rarely if ever been set to music, perhaps because Compline was 
most commonly a said service, except for high days and holidays.

Basil the Great (d. 379) mentioned a form of Compline, referring especially to the singing of Psalm 91 
(XC in the Vulgate numbering) Qui Habitat, which is still said today, together with other psalms with a 
special relevance to night, or to sleep as the image of Death.  Qui Habitat has itself been set comparatively 
rarely, most notably, twice, by Josquin des Prez (d. 1521), with a four part motet setting and a large a 
capella 24 voice canon.

The final prayer was usually followed by an antiphon, often called a ‘votive’ antiphon, and more 
specifically a ‘Marian’ antiphon; but from the late 1520s there was a discernable trend towards the 
composition of so-called ‘Jesus’ antiphons, and John Taverner’s O Splendor Gloriae  is a fine five-part 
example of this latter category.  

Twenty years later in 1548 a Royal Injunction for Lincoln Cathedral decreed “They shall from henceforth 
sing or say no anthems of our Lady or other saints, but only of our Lord, and them not in Latin”.  

The text for O Radiant Light is an English translation of the Latin used by John Taverner for O Splendor 
Gloriae.  His opening four-bar phrase also begins this new eight part setting, which is the sixth and final 
movement of Kerry Milan’s COMPLETUS which opens with  Qui Habitat, again for double choir.

The third movement, a setting of Keep me as the apple of an eye with Lighten our darkness, is also in 
eight parts, and in addition there are also optional parts for trombone quartet (ATTB) for this movement 
only (available on request).

The other three movements are for SATB, with divisions, the arrangement for which will vary according 
to the circumstances.

Note that in some of the early sections of Qui Habitat the two groups, whether or not decani and cantoris, 
sing in different metres.  As the metre switches between simple and compound time the tempo adjusts 
slightly (but not such that the beat or quaver remains the same).  The suggested tempo markings give an 
indication of what is intended and in general  tempi are given simply to indicate a suggested relationship 
between different parts of a movement.  The duration of the whole piece is approximately 32 minutes.
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Alto
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Bass

4: Look down, O Lord  and  Be Present, O merciful God
duration: 3' 50"
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Lord.
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Lord.
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God,
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through the
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all the day long of this troub lous

8 œP œ œ .˙b ˙n
all the day, sup port
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F œ œ œ

us, Lord, sup port us

˙ ˙p .˙ Œ
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Alto

Tenor

Bass

duration: 3' 50"

5: O Lord, support us all the day long
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